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Reporton“TheConstitutionofIndiaandItsChallenges”

Prof. Maruthi T. R., a respected Professor of Law and Chairman at the University of Mysore,
deliveredacomprehensivelectureontheConstitutionoflndia,emphasizingitsfoundationalrole in the
governance of the nation. He began by explaining that the Constitution serves as the
fundamentalpoliticalcode,outliningthestructure,procedures,powers,anddutiesofgovernment
institutions. It also establishes the fundamental rights of citizens, directive principles for state
policy,andthedutiesexpectedfromthecitizensoflndia. AdoptedbytheConstituentAssembly on
November 26, 1949, and effective from January 26, 1950, the Constitution was shaped
significantly by the Government of India Act, 1935.

In his discussion, Prof. Maruthi highlighted various conflicts that the Constitution attempts to
address, such as the balance between man and nature, and between equality and fairness. He
pointedoutthatissuesofequity,reciprocity,andcomityarevitaltomaintainingsocialharmony,
especially in a country with deep socio-economic divides. He also touched on the influence of
globalforces, liketheWorldTradeOrganization(WTO)andtheSustainableDevelopmentGoals
(SDGs), and how these impact India’s constitutional values and policies.

The Preamble of the Constitution was emphasized as a crucial element, encapsulating the
philosophy, objectives, and core values of the nation. It reflects the intentions of the framers of
the Constitution, offering a glimpse into the source of the Constitution, the nature of the Indian
state, and the objectives it seeks to achieve. Prof. Maruthi discussed the key objectives laid out
in theConstitution, includingsocial, economic, and political justice, as well as the principles of
equality, liberty, and fraternity.

Fundamental rights, as outlined inChapter 3 of the Constitution, werea significant focus of the
lecture. These rights, ranging from the right to equality to the right to constitutional remedies,
are crucial for safeguarding individual freedoms and ensuring justice in the country. Prof.
Maruthi also reviewed landmark Supreme Court judgments that have shaped the interpretation
of the Constitution over the years, including cases like Kesavananda Bharati (1973), Minerva
Mills (1980), and Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997).

Prof. Maruthi addressed the ongoing challenges to the Constitution, such as issues related to
constitutional morality, social justice, federalism, and human rights, particularly concerning
women, children, and marginalized communities. He discussed the tensions between
constitutional supremacy and parliamentary supremacy, as well as the enduring effects of
colonial legacies. These challenges, he argued, threaten the effectiveness and integrity of the
Constitution in contemporary India.

In conclusion, Prof. Maruthi urged the audience to recognize their obligations towards the
Constitution, emphasizing the need to actively engage in its implementation. By upholding the
Constitution'svaluesandaddressingthechallengesitfaces,citizenscanensurethatitcontinues to
serve as a robust framework for justice and governance in India.
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