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Reporton“GeographicalThinking” 

 

Dr. Chandrashekar B, a distinguished Professor in the Department of Studies in Geography at 

theUniversityofMysore,deliveredathought-provokinglectureontheconceptof"Geographical 

Thinking." His lecture began with a foundational understanding of geography as not just the 

study of places but as an exploration of the intricate relationships between people and their 

environments.Hestressedthatgeographicalthinkingisacriticalskillthatenablesindividualsto 

analyze and interpret the world through a geographical perspective, which is essential for 

understanding the complex interdependencies that shape our global environment. 

 

Geographical thinking, as explained by Dr. Chandrashekar, involves a multi-dimensional 

approachto understandingtheworld. It requiresconsideringthelocationofplaces,understanding 

spatial relationships, and analysing the various perspectives that include social, economic, 

political, and environmental factors. This way of thinking is crucial for making informed 

decisions, whethertheyrelateto urban planning, environmental conservation, orglobal economic 

strategies.Dr.Chandrashekar emphasizedthatgeographicalthinkingisnotjust forgeographers butis 

avital skill foranyonelookingto understand andengagewith theworld more effectively. 

 

Dr. Chandrashekar's lecture then delved into the key themes of geography, which serve as the 

pillars of geographical thinking. These themes include location, place, region, movement, 

human-environment interaction, distribution, and diffusion. He elaborated on the concept of 

location, differentiating between absolute location, which provides a fixed point on the earth's 

surface using coordinates, and relative location, which describes a place in relation to its 

surroundings. This distinction is crucial for navigation, spatial planning, and understanding the 

significance of different places in global contexts. 

 

The concept of "place" was explored as a core element of geographical thinking, where Dr. 

Chandrashekar discussed how both physical and human characteristics define a place. Physical 

characteristics include natural landscapes, climate, and resources, while human characteristics 

encompass the cultural, economic, and political aspects that shape a place's identity. He 

highlighted that understanding the concept of place is essential for appreciating the diversity of 

environments and cultures across the world. 

 

Regions, as defined by specific criteria such as climate, language, or economic activity, were 

discussed as another critical theme. Dr. Chandrashekar emphasized that regions help us 

categorizeandunderstandtheworldina morestructuredway,allowingforadeeperanalysisof 

similarities and differences between various areas. This understanding is particularly important 

in global studies and international relations, where regions often play a significant role in 

geopolitical strategies. 

 

Movement, another key theme, was highlighted by Dr. Chandrashekar as the dynamic process 

by which people, goods, and ideas circulate across different places. This theme is vital for 

understandingglobaltrade,migrationpatterns,andculturalexchanges.Theprocessofdiffusion, 

which explains how characteristics spread over time and space, was also discussed, with 

examples of how technological advancements, cultural practices, and innovations have 

disseminatedglobally,shapingsocietiesinprofoundways.Theinteractionbetweenhumansand their 

environment was another significant focus of the lecture. 



Dr.Chandrashekarexploredhowhumansrelyonnaturalresources,modifytheirsurroundingsto suit 

their needs, and adapt to varying environmental conditions. This theme is particularly relevant 

in today's world, where issues such as climate change, deforestation, and urbanization are 

pressing challenges. Understanding human-environment interaction is key to developing 

sustainable practices and policies that ensure the well-being of both people and the planet. 

 

Dr.Chandrashekarconcludedhislecturebystressingtheimportanceofgeographicalthinkingin 

addressingsomeofthemostpressingglobalchallenges.Hepointedoutthatthiswayofthinking fosters 

global citizenship by helping individuals appreciate the diversity of places and cultures, and 

byunderstanding the interconnectedness of the world. Geographical thinking, he argued, is 

crucial for addressing issues like climate change, resource management, and political conflicts, 

as it provides the tools needed to analyze these complex problems from a holistic perspective. 

 

In summary, Dr. Chandrashekar's lecture provided an in-depth exploration of geographical 

thinking, underscoring its importance as a tool for understanding the world. He demonstrated 

that by adopting a geographical perspective, individuals can make more informed decisions, 

contribute to global discussions, and become more responsible global citizens. The lecture was 

a powerful reminder of the value of geography in navigating the complexities of the modern 

world. 
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