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    Dr. B.R Ambedkar Research and Extension Centre, Manasagangotri, University of 
Mysore, Mysuru organized a program on the occasion of Poona pact on 24th September 2024. 
Program was inaugurated by Prof. N. K. Lokanath, Honarable Vice Chancellor, University of 
Mysore, Mysuru.  



 
 
 

Prof. Rahamath Tarikere, Visiting Professor, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Chair, Manasagangotri, 
University of Mysore, Mysuru delivered a special lecture on ‘Poona Pact- An Analysis’. He said 
that the Poona Pact was a landmark agreement between Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, representing contrasting interests of the Hindu upper castes and the Dalits (then 
referred to as Depressed Classes). It was negotiated by prominent Indian leaders at Yerwada 
Central Jail in Poona, Maharashtra, where Gandhi was on a fast unto death to protest the British 
government's decision to create separate electorates for Dalits under the Communal Award of 
1932. 
 

Background 
1. The Communal Award (1932): 

o Announced by the British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald, this award sought 
to provide separate electorates for Dalits. 

o Dalits would elect their representatives through separate electoral rolls, which 
Gandhi opposed as divisive. 

2. Gandhi's Opposition: 
o Gandhi viewed separate electorates for Dalits as a threat to the unity of Hindu 

society and launched a fast unto death to oppose it. 
3. Ambedkar's Stand: 

o Dr. Ambedkar, a champion of Dalit rights, argued for the separate electorates as a 
means to ensure political empowerment for Dalits, free from the domination of 
upper-caste Hindus. 

 

Key Provisions of the Poona Pact 
1. Reserved Seats in Provincial Legislatures: 

o Instead of separate electorates, 148 seats were reserved for Dalits in the provincial 
legislatures. 

o Dalits would vote in a joint electorate with Hindus, but candidates for reserved 
seats would be chosen by primary elections among Dalits. 

2. Increased Representation: 
o The number of reserved seats for Dalits was significantly increased compared to 

the original provision in the Communal Award. 
3. Social and Economic Reforms: 

o The Pact emphasized efforts to uplift Dalits through education, adequate 
representation in public services, and elimination of untouchability. 



 

The speaker concluded that Poona Pact remains a pivotal moment in India's struggle for 
independence and social justice, reflecting the complexities of addressing entrenched 
inequalities. Prof. J. Somashekar, Director, B. R. Ambedkar Research and Extension Centre, 
University of Mysore, Mysuru. Presided over the program. 
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