University of Mysore
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Research and Extension Centre, Manasagangothri,

Mysuru

133" Birth Anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
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Dr. B.R Ambedkar Research and Extension Centre, University of Mysore organized the
133" Birth Anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar at Vishwajnani Hall, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Research and Extension Centre, University of Mysore, Manasagangotri, UOM, Mysuru in
collaboration with SC/ ST special cell, UOM, Mysuru on 14 April 2024.

Prof. N. K. Lokanath, Vice Chancellor delivering the inaugural address.

On this occasion, Prof. P. Tirumal, Hyderabad Central University, Hyderabad delivered
the special lecture on ‘Ambedkar as the pioneer of an inclusive society’. He said that the Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, a towering figure in Indian history, is widely regarded as a pioneer of an
inclusive society. His life and work were dedicated to fighting against social discrimination,



promoting equality, and building a just and inclusive society. He gave some key aspects of how
Ambedkar advanced inclusivity:

1. Champion of Social Justice

o Ambedkar emerged as a relentless advocate for the rights of marginalized communities,
particularly Dalits (formerly untouchables), who faced severe social exclusion in the
caste-based hierarchy.

o He worked to abolish untouchability, campaigning for equal access to public spaces,
education, and opportunities.

2. Architect of the Indian Constitution

e As the chairperson of the Drafting Committee of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar
ensured that the document laid the foundation for an inclusive society.

e The Constitution guaranteed fundamental rights such as equality before the law,
prohibition of discrimination, and affirmative action through reservations for
marginalized groups.

3. Advocate for Education

e Ambedkar strongly believed that education was the key to empowerment and inclusivity.
He himself overcame systemic barriers to achieve higher education and encouraged
others to follow suit.

o He founded institutions to make education accessible to the underprivileged and wrote
extensively on its role in societal transformation.

4. Promotion of Economic and Gender Equality

e Ambedkar highlighted the interconnection between economic inequality and social
exclusion. He advocated for labor rights, fair wages, and land reforms to empower the
poor.

e His vision for inclusivity extended to women, advocating for their rights in property,
marriage, and workplace, equality through progressive legislation.

5. Conversion to Buddhism

e In a historic move in 1956, Ambedkar embraced Buddhism, a faith he saw as egalitarian
and free from caste hierarchies. His conversion inspired millions to seek liberation from
caste oppression through a transformative cultural and spiritual identity.

6. Vision of an Egalitarian Society

e Ambedkar’s writings and speeches, such as Annihilation of Caste, laid out a blueprint for
a society free from caste discrimination, based on the principles of liberty, equality, and
fraternity.

Dr. Ambedkar's relentless efforts to build an inclusive society resonate globally as a model for
combating systemic inequality and fostering social cohesion. His vision continues to inspire
movements for social justice and equality worldwide.

Prof. R. Indira, Visiting professor presided over the program.
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At the end of the program, felicitating ceremony for first rank holders in Master degree and
Bachelor Degree and Ph.D graduates.
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Signature of the Participants
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