Pracharopanyasa

On Saturday, 22" October 2022, a special lecture was organized
on Cultural Significance of Buddhist Viharas in Karnataka, under the
joint auspices of the Prasaranga, University of Mysore and Dr. B.R
Ambedkar Research and Extension Centre at Vishwagnani Hall. The
lecture was delivered by Prof. T.M. Baskar, Vice Chancellor, Karnataka
Folk University, Gotagodi, Haveri district on “Cultural Significance of
Karnataka Buddhist Viharas” sheds light on an often overlooked aspect
of Indian history and heritage. With only a handful of Buddhist stupas
and viharas left standing today out of the once numerous 84 thousand
across India, the importance of preserving and understanding their
cultural significance cannot be overstated.

In his special lecture he said that Karnataka boasts a rich history
of Buddhism dating back to ancient times. Viharas serve as tangible
reminders of this historical legacy, offering insights into the spread and
establishment of Buddhism in South India.

Prof. S. Narendra Kumar, Director, Dr. B.R Ambedkar Research and
Extension Centre, Manasagangotri, Mysuru presided over the program
and Prof. J. Somashekar, Dr. B.R Ambedkar Research and Extension
Centre, Manasagangotri, Mysuru was present.
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