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 A Special Seminar on “Aspirations and Contemporary Challenges of Freedom 

Movement” under the joint auspices of University of Mysore, Center for Gandhi Studies, Mysore 

and Sakala Spandana, Mysore It was organized on  Date: 11-08-2023 Friday at 10:30 AM in 

EMRC auditorium, Manasagangotri. 

 

Inaugurated by giving a Floral Tribute 

   

Dignitaries taking a Constitution Oath. 

 Famous author and cultural thinker of the country, Prof. Rahamat Tarikere while 

inaugurating the program said that the country is facing new challenges. Even though there has 

been significant progress in the fields of technology, information science, etc., when we look 

back our  history of the freedom movement, we see that there were different types of struggles 

for freedom across the country. The main aspiration of the independence movement was to 

implement democracy on a secular basis. He said that although the task of accomplishing this 

today is challenging, it is necessary for everyone to stand firm. 

 

Prof. Rahamat Tarikere, While his Inaugural Speech. 



 Director of Gandhi Bhavan Prof. S. Narendrakumar who was present in the program, 

spoke in introduction and said that during the period of freedom movement, many gentlemen 

have given their own contribution to India, especially Mahatma Gandhi's role is great. Due to 

their sacrifices, we are able to live freely today. But today we are living in the vortex of 

modernization and communalism. Baba Saheb B.R. Ambedkar has given this country a great 

constitution which will be a model for the whole world. We should be responsible citizens to 

follow it. On this occasion, he called for all of us to be active towards realizing the aspirations of 

the entire freedom movement constitutionally. 

 

Prof. S. Narendrakumar, Director of Gandhi Bhavan 

 Prof. R.M. Chintamani, President, Sakala Spandana, Mysore who was present on the 

stage, said that, which India is currently facing many problems and challenges. We are in the 

era of globalization, liberalization, and privatization. 75 years have passed since independence, 

but achievements in key areas can only be seen in statistics. On this occasion, he said that by 

walking in the good ways set by Gandhi and Ambedkar for this country, let us move towards 

realizing the aspirations of democracy. 

 Mrs. Shailaja V. R., Registrar, University of Mysore, presided over the program and 

spoke. When we look at the history of India, no other country has gained independence 

through a bloodless revolution, but India has gained independence through the hard work of 

Gandhi, Nehru, Patel, Shasti etc. without blood and through non-violence. In today's society, 

thinking and discussions about contemporary challenges are happening more and more. He 

said that if we want to radically uproot the challenges faced, we must first improve ourselves. 

 

Presided by Mrs. Shailaja V. R., Registrar, University of Mysore 

  

 

  



 

 A progressive thinker from Mysore, Dr. Jagdish Koppa presented the Seminar on his 

topic 'Democratic Aspirations' and said that India today has emerged as a great democratic 

nation, many advances have been made in post-independence India. Contemporary challenges 

are currently raging on all fronts. Being a leader in information technology and software 

sectors, India is competing with other countries. He lamented that maintaining democratic 

aspirations is the imperative of today. 

 

Dr. Jagdish Koppa presented the Seminar on his topic 'Democratic Aspirations' 

 

 Author Dr. P. Bharatidevi spoke about 'egalitarian aspirations' and said, though 

everyone is fundamentally imperfect, society is trapped in a chain of inequality. An anti-

reservation sentiment has been fostered. We are at a loss to understand the wish for 

reservation and misinterpreted. Against the will of reservation, the dominant castes were given 

EWS. This has rendered the idea of reservation meaningless. Non-violence and communalism 

have increased. He said that there is a need to correct the inequalities in the linguistic structure 

and take a step towards egalitarianism. 

 

 

Author Dr. P. Bharatidevi presented the Seminar on her topic 'Egalitarian aspirations' 

 

 Mr. Dinesh Amin Mattu, Senior journalist, who presided the seminar session, said that, 

the fourth branch of the Media after the legislature, executive and judiciary. The Quit India 

movement, Khilafat movement which took place during the period of independence movement 

was the foundations of the Indian freedom movement. When we look at the contemporary 



situation, terrorism, war, sectarian riots and ethnic conflicts are rampant at the international 

level. He said that medicine for problems should be given to the society. 

 

Mr. Dinesh Amin Mattu, Senior journalist, who presided the seminar session. 

 Faculty, research scholars and students of various departments of Manasagangotri 

participated in the program. Senior Gandhians, thinkers, office bearers of Sakala Spandana 

Balaga, faculty and non-teaching staff of Gandhi Bhavan, research scholars and students 

participated. 

 

 








































































































