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On 0210912021 conducted State level serninar on "A river t'ithout death to the

Ocean of Struggle: Dr. Siddalingaiah'. V. Srinivasa Prasad Former Minister, Union and

State Government and Menrber of Lok Sabha, Chalnarajanagara, inaugurated the se ntinar.

V. Srivasaprasad said that Dr. Siddalingaiah is a dalit voice not only in Karnataka bLrt in the

entire country who lead the foLrndation of dalit literature by giving a Shista Saaliithya to

Bhandaya Saahithya. His rebellious voice u,arned the ruling class and it gave the slrong

voice 1o the Dalit Movement. Prof. G. [-lemanthakurrar, the Vice Chancellor, Univcrsin,ol

Mysore, presided over the prograrnnre.ln his presiderrtial address he saicl that Dr.

Siddalingaiah rvas born as a sclf respecting person. His rvritings, storics, poetry and sense ol-

htttt.tottr inspired the 1,outh corrrrunity to.join thc dalit ntovcntcnt. Spcaking as rhc chicl'

gtrest oltlre progralttnte, pronrinent scnior lvritcr and progressivc thinker Prol. I(alegorvcla

Nagar,vara, said Dr. Siddalingaiah r'r,as his stucient, developed a pcrsonality of sensitivity antl

collrage. He rvas influenced by the lifb, r.vorks and ideas of U. Basavalingappa. L.ohia,

Periyar and Jayaprakash Narayan. It is a great pleasure to say that his el forrs in

incorporating Ambedkar's thoughts into struggles gave hirn a unique spacc in the context

of Dalit Movement in Karnataka.



Dr. Manasa Siddalinagaih who was the chief gLrest in this prograrnnre, spoke and got

emotional by renrembering his father's love fbr hurnanity and tlre people lte had acquired in

his life.

In the first session on Siddalinagaiah's life and literature T.R. Swamy, Chief

Engineer,(Rtd) fronr Mysurut, gave a lecture on Siddalingaiah's Childhood and Education.

Prof. B. M. Puttaiah, I-lead of the Departrnent in Kannada, Kannada University, I-larnpi

spoke extensively about Siddalingaih's poetry.

M.S.Ashadevi liom Bangalore, gave critical insights on Dr. Siddalingaiah's prosc

style. Agrahara KrisltnatnLtrthy lormer secrctary of Kenclra Selrithya Acadenry. Ner,v Dclhi

and Senior literary personality presided over this scssion. He cornplirtrented the Labouries

Servicc of Dr. Siddalingaiah, to tlre voiceless people.

At the session on Dr. Siddalinsaiah irr the occan of strugglc. cldcrlv clalit activists of

thc state like Mavalli Shankar. C,,r,iprrrn,t Kerasoclu. l-axlninara,r,an NasnAla. E. Asrvattr

Narayan, N. Venkateslr, Harihara Anand Srvami and Bettiah Kote rvho were the early

companions of Siddalingaiah shzrred their viervs about him and Dalit Movernent. C.

Basavalingaiah, stage expert and retired Director of National School of Drarna, Bangalore

presided.

Dr. L. Hanumanthiah, Member of Rajya Sabha, litterateur and Senior Activist

delivered the key note address. As a contemporary of Siddalingaiah he shared the moments

in which they rvere together and his contribution to the field of literature and to the Dalit

Movement. Dr. H.C. Mahadevappa Fornrer Minister delivered the presidential address and

said Siddalingaiah was one of the main person who created dalit sensitivity. His ideas of

struggle, his revolutionary thinking inspired him since his entry in to Legislative Assembly.

He was his close admirer guide and philosopher. The former minister told that he had



sharcd dies with Siddalinagiah on many occasions including the meetings orgarrised by the

government.

Prof. R.Shivappa, the Registrar of Mysore University, who parlicipated as the chief

guest of this program, remembered liis contact with Siddalingaiah while he ivas studying at

Bancalore University. I-le said that Siddalinagaiah rvas his role nrodel and his struggles

helped him to shape his personality.
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