University of Mysore

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Research and Extension Centre, Manasagangothri, Mysuru

“Horatada Saagarakke Savillada Nadi: Dr. Siddalingaiah”

On 02/09/2021 conducted State level seminar on “A river without death to the
Ocean of Struggle: Dr. Siddalingaiah’. V. Srinivasa Prasad Former Minister, Union and
State Government and Member of Lok Sabha, Chamarajanagara, inaugurated the seminar.
V. Srivasaprasad said that Dr. Siddalingaiah is a dalit voice not only in Karnataka but in the
entire country who lead the foundation of dalit literature by giving a Shista Saahithya to
Bhandaya Saahithya. His rebellious voice warned the ruling class and it gave the strong
voice to the Dalit Movement. Prof. G. Hemanthakumar, the Vice Chancellor, University of
Mysore, presided over the programme.ln his presidential address he said that Dr.
Siddalingaiah was born as a self respecting person. His writings, stories, poetry and sense of
humour inspired the youth community to join the dalit movement. Speaking as the chief
guest of the programme, prominent senior writer and progressive thinker Prof. Kalegowda
Nagawara, said Dr. Siddalingaiah was his student, developed a personality of sensitivity and
courage. He was influenced by the life, works and ideas of B. Basavalingappa, Lohia,
Periyar and Jayaprakash Narayan. It is a great pleasure to say that his efforts in
incorporating Ambedkar’s thoughts into struggles gave him a unique space in the context

of Dalit Movement in Karnataka.




Dr. Manasa Siddalinagaih who was the chief guest in this programme, spoke and got
emotional by remembering his father’s love for humanity and the people he had acquired in

his life.

In the first session on Siddalinagaiah’s life and literature T.R. Swamy, Chief
Engineer,(Rtd) from Mysuru, gave a lecture on Siddalingaiah’s Childhood and Education.
Prof. B. M. Puttaiah, Head of the Department in Kannada, Kannada University, Hampi
spoke extensively about Siddalingaih’s poetry.

M.S.Ashadevi from Bangalore, gave critical insights on Dr. Siddalingaiah’s prose
style. Agrahara Krishnamurthy former secretary of Kendra Sahithya Academy, New Delhi
and Senior literary personality presided over this session. He complimented the Labouries
Service of Dr. Siddalingaiah, to the voiceless people.

At the session on Dr. Siddalingaiah in the ocean of struggle, elderly dalit activists of
the state like Mavalli Shankar, Guruprasad Keragodu, Laxminarayan Nagwara, E. Aswath
Narayan, N. Venkatesh, Harihara Anand Swami and Bettiah Kote who were the early
companions of Siddalingaiah shared their views about him and Dalit Movement. C.
Basavalingaiah, stage expert and retired Director of National School of Drama, Bangalore
presided.

Dr. L. Hanumanthiah, Member of Rajya Sabha, litterateur and Senior Activist
delivered the key note address. As a contemporary of Siddalingaiah he shared the moments
in which they were together and his contribution to the field of literature and to the Dalit
Movement. Dr. H.C. Mahadevappa Former Minister delivered the presidential address and
said Siddalingaiah was one of the main person who created dalit sensitivity. His ideas of
struggle, his revolutionary thinking inspired him since his entry in to Legislative Assembly.

He was his close admirer guide and philosopher. The former minister told that he had




shared dies with Siddalinagiah on many occasions including the meetings organised by the
government.

Prof. R.Shivappa, the Registrar of Mysore University, who participated as the chief
guest of this program, remembered his contact with Siddalingaiah while he was studying at
Bangalore University. He said that Siddalinagaiah was his role model and his struggles

helped him to shape his personality.
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