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Third Divisional Level Consultative Workshop at Mysore
Division to Review and Synergize the Activities of
Stakeholders in Medicinal Plants Sector in Karnataka

Date: 24.06.2022

Venue: Linnaeus Hall, Department of Studies in Botany, University of

Mysore, Manasagangothri, Mysore
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The third consultative workshop to review and synergize the activities
of stakeholders in the medicinal plant sector in the Mysore division of
Karnataka state was organized by the Karnataka State Medicinal Plant
Authority (KaMPA), Bengaluru in collaboration with the Xarnataka
Biodiversity Board and Department of Studies in Botany, University of
Mysore. It was funded by National Medicinal Plants Board under project
number [EC/KR-02-NMPE. The workshop was held at the Linnaeus Hall,
Department of Studies in Botany, University of Mysore, Manasa Gangothri,
Mysore on 24th June 2022, Friday. The workshop has provided a common
platform to brainstorm on the current trends, opportunities, gaps and
difficulties in the medicinal plant sector and also to explore solutions for the
same. The main aim of this workshop was to review and synergize the
activities of stakeholders in the medicinal plant sector. The input provided
by the stakeholders in this workshop series shall be used to draft a vision
document and prospective action plan to develop the medicinal plant sector

in Karnataks.

For this workshop about 175 participants including farmers, forest
officers, agriculture & horticulture scientists, plant drug traders, AYUSH
officers, Ayurveda physicians, traditional health practitioners, botanists,



biochemists, chemists as well as representatives from Ayurveda and
nutraceutical industry, NGOs and authorities from wvarious related
government sectors including departments of Forests, Agriculture and

AYUSH actively participated in this workshop.

The Chief Guest for the program was Smt. Madhu Sharma IFS,
Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Evaluation, Working Plan, Research
and Training. The guests for the program were Prof. S R Niranjan, Ex-Vice
Chancellor, Gulbarga Umiversity and Professor in Mysore University, Shri
Sudarshan G A IFS, Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest and
CEOQ, Karnataka 5tate Medicinal Plant Authority, Prof. B Shivappa, Vice
Chancellor, Mysore University, Smt. Anita S Arekal, Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest and Member Secretary, Karnataka Biodiversity
Board, Dr. S N Amrutesh, Professor and Chairman, Department of Studies
in Botany, University of Mysore and Dr. Lakshminarayana Shenoy,
Asszistant Director, Government Avurveda Research Centre. Mysore. Dr.
Rajkumar Garampalli, Professor, Department of Studies in Botany welcomed

the Guest. Later program was inaugurated by lightning the lamp.

The workshop started with a self-introduction of the participants. The
stakeholders introduced themselves explaining their area of work/expertise,
as well as the challenges faced by them in their respective areas of work,
related to medicinal plants. This session helped the participants to know
about the availability of various experts and facilities related to medicinal

plants in Mysore division. The below mentioned topics where discussed.
I Cultivation of medicinal plants

1. Correct information dissemination on cultivation of medicinal
plants - the best suited species, variety, climatic condition,
irrigation, spacing, fertilizer, supply of quality planting material to
farmers etc

2. Introduction of endangered species with high industrial demand in
cultivation to meet the demand as well as conservation and

sustainable management resources.



3. Authenticated =sale of planting material - seed or any other

propagation material through franchise of the NGO or government

agencies

During the discussion, 5 important medicinal plant which can be

cultivated surrounding Mysore are discussed, they are;

L

Rasna (Alphinia calcarata)

It is a rhizome

Cultivated like ginger and curcuma

It is 18-month crop

Grown as intercrop with coconut and arecanut

Not much expenditure other than weeding and ploughing

No pesticides are reqguired

Drip irrigation for half an hour per day is enough

Proper sun drying is required otherwise leads to fungal
contamination

Moisture content is 10 to 12 percent

Pharmacological values like, it is used as pain killer

Main ingredient for all ayurvedic formulation, knee pain.
muscular pain.

The market price is of 120 Rs/kg for fresh and 180 Rs/kg for
dried one

Ratoon cropping can be done with this crop.

II. Danti (Baliospermum montanum)

It is a shrub where roots are used as medicinal plants
9 month grown plants
Propagated through stem cuttings

II1.Sahachara {Strobilanthes ciliata)

It is 6-month crop
All parts can be used

Used as pain killer



V. Adhatoda vasica

¢ All the parts can be used
It has insecticidal property
» Propagated through stem cuttings

¢ Herb is used for treating cold, cough, chronic bronchitis and

asthma
V. Plectranthus vetfiveriodes

s Grown in western ghats
s reduces burning sensation and for urinary tract infection

¢ Highly aromatic

o All parts used for medicinal purpose

II. IEC

1. Training to farmers on good agriculture practices to be conducted.

2. Information on industrial demand of medicinal plants to be
provided to farmers.
Buyers-sellers meet should be conducted periodically.

4, Exposure tours — farmers field, research institutes, Universities,
industrial wvisit, processing units etc should be organised for
farmers.

5. Periodical training on post-harvest technology.



II1.

10.

Industries meet to understand demand and supply scenario,
quality requirements, encourage buy -back agreement / contract
farming etc.

Community level training for members of LAMPS/VFCs/BMCs on
conservation, sustainable management of forest resources.

School awareness program on medicinal plants identification,
usage, gardening etc

To identify active NGOs across the state and to associate to

carryout IEC activities.

Research

Research on propagation of endangered species should be carried
out.

Germplasm and synthetic seed preservation so that endangered
species are conserved

Genetic map construction of medicinal plants including both wild
and cultivated varieties. It includes analysis of genetic constituents
of plants collected in different area or region and at different
seasons (GCP development for plants)

Standardisation of cultivation and propagation practices for
medicinal herbs

Developing micropropagation methods for mass cultivation of
endangered plants.

Exploration of plants as an alternate to Rare Endangered
Threatened medicinal plants (Introduction of extra-pharmacopeial
drugs)

Isolation and identification of marker genes that can be used for
identification and cultivation of secondary metabolites.

Updating of the data available on red list plants.

Quality assessment to compare the raw drug from natural habitat
to cultivation.

Research and development support to utilise by-product should be

provided by government or university.



V.

11. Survey, documentation and conservation of sacred grooves.

Marketing

1. Setting up of mandis at state, district and taluk level

3

N oo ko

. KaMPA should facilitate the signing of MoU between farmers and

industries.

KaMPA should arrange for certification of the product.

Price should be fixed based on quality of the raw drug.

Mobile unit should be provided for lamp societies.

Local/ traditional product to be popularised.

Provide local market for various products like amla, jamun and
honey

Pharmacy agencies of various systems of medicine should be

consulted to develop marketing strategy.

Conservation

1. Local habitat conservation units to be formulated by government

agencies or NGOs.



2. Each district should have a medicinal plant germplasm
conservation centre.

Conservation of sacred grooves and concerned knowledge.

Conservation of natural reserves and wild nurseries

VI. Policy
Suitable regulation for harvest of minor forest produce to be put in
place.
Legal provision should be made providing access to local community
for harvesting minimum quantity of MFPs for self or household
consumption.
Regulation for harvesting products like leaves, bark, fruits and roots
from tree species with a girth of 3 feet and above minimum for 20
vears for tealk and other species should take license from forest
department for 3 feet girth trees



<+ when humalm animal conflict like monkey, elephant then
compensation for injury to death are given

% Need for s\;tandardizatiun of agronomical and medicinal plant
cultivation practice from university (Agriculture and Botany)

< Demonstration of cultivation from experts, dissemination through
media, conduct of workshop and establishment of biodiversity park
showcasing range various medicinal plants in demand

% Standardization of marketing channel from cultivation to market and
industries creating continuation demand and appreciation for

cultivation

b

Capacity building program - cultivation management of crops,
maintenance for quality, harvesting, storage and marketing through
appropriate change

% Government, Academic, Research Institute should work for product
quality, production to reach the appropriate demand of pharmacy,

industry and research

Finally, to build capacity to improve the status of the farmer and for
proper conservation of forest and forest products and avoid over exploitation
of wild animals and plants take holder from different society should work to
and you can establish and regulate channels so that our participants will
benefit concert the biodiversity.
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Conservmg medicinal plants is
‘need of the hour: Forest Officer

MWW

Mysuru, June 26 (RKB&DM)-

Maintaining that everyone of us
have the responsibility of con-
serving our vanishing medicina!
plants, Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forest (PCCF) Madhu
Sharma observed that exces-
sive usage of chemical fertilisers
and weedicides are making an
adverse impact on soil.

She was speaking at the third
Divisional Co-ordination Work-
shop organised jointly by Kar-
nataka State Medicinal Plants
Authority, Karnataka Biodiver-
sity Board and Botany Depart-
ment of the University of Mysore
(UoM), at the Department of
Studies (DoS) in Botany, Mana-
sagangothri, here on Friday.

Stressing on the need for cre-
ating awareness on the benefits
of medicinal plants, Madhu Shar-
ma said that medicinal plants are

found in plenty in forest areas.
But unfortunately these plants
a. smuggled out of- forests
anu as such, the Forest staff
must be adequately trained on
conserving these plants, which
are cf great medicinal value.
Regretting that industrialisation
too has contributed a lot for loss
of medicinal plants, she opined
that climate change too has
an impact on medicinal plants.

Former Vice-Chancellor Prof.

. S:R. Niranjan said that Botani-

cal Scientists have discovered

more than 2,000 species of me-

dicinal plants and it is important
that manufacturers of medicine
and researchers transform them
for public benefit. He also want-
ed the Government to allocate
more funds for conservation of
medicinal p]ants.

UoM Registrar Prof. R.

Shivappa opined that the pres-
ent generation, especially in ur-
ban areas, has little knowledge
about medicinal plants.
Stressing on the need for ed-
ucating our children on medici-
nal and fruit-bearing plants, he
called for organised documen-
tation of cooking practices that
are prevalent in rural areas for
the past several-decades.
APCCF B.A. Sudarshan said
that the opinions, observations
and suggestions that come up
at this workshop will be collat-
ed and documented in vision
document. APCCF Anitha S.
Arekal, Government Ayurveda
Research Centre Assistant Di-
rector Dr. Lakshminarayan She-

- noy, DoS in Botany Chairman

Dr. K.N. Amrutesh, faculty Dr.
Rajkumar Garampalli, Prabhu
and others were present.



